Travellers in India

to their training and education. Though the
gist of the argument Is supposed to have been
enunciated by Aurangzib himself, we cannot
but suppose that the development of the idea, if
not the idea itself, is in reality Bernier's own.
A convocation of learned men was held by the
emperor for the purpose of selecting a preceptor
for his third son Akbar, at which we are told
Aurangzib delivered a speech which critically
analysed the causes of the depravity and imbe-
cility  of  Asiatic  monarchs.   Kings,   he  said,
should be as pre-eminent in wisdom and virtue
as in power and station. But their deficient and
pernicious training made this impossible. Their
early life within the walls of the seraglio was
corrupting and debilitating; and when they
emerged beyond them, they were as beings
from another world, staring like simpletons at
every object that met their wondering gaze.
Deaf to all wise counsels, and rash in every
stupid enterprise, they were, on ascending the
throne, utterly incapable of performing their
exalted duties. They affected to be dignified and
grave, though dignity and gravity were no part
of their character. Instead of attending to the
affairs of their realm, they impaired their under-
standing with the drinking of spirits and the
fondling of concubines. They compelled their
subjects to follow them in the pursuit of game,
heedless whether they died of hunger or heat or
cold or fatigue. Rarely had they any knowledge
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